M\ Visic 1@ Ameriean CEmEEF s cmoows

A while back, | was in Detroit for my job and was motoring

g@long H688 when | zaw a huge obslisk appear on the l= that it?

horizon. | hadn't thought abouwt it but | was in the suburb of Sure looks like it!
Southfield, and Scuthfield happened o be where American
Motore bl itz headguarters  building n 1875
Az | drew closer, sure snough, it was Amserican Cenier,
pratty much as it looked in annual reports, promotional fhyers,

and filmstripe from tha late 70's.

| had time to kill, 2o | got off the highway and found my way
toward the tower, which stands alone abowve a basically flat
axpanze in all directionz. The Helvelica-letiared name of the
building was in whits againat the black cap of the building,
and the only thing missing were the wangle-rectangls
"A-mark” logos in the comera. There was a ground-lewel
building that sxpanded out from the basze of the tower and
appeared to houzs a lobby area and some retail shops.
Seaing that | had nothing to loas, | went in.

Entaring through & revolving door, | swolled up 1o the
information desk, whare two clder ladies were seated. | told
them plainly that | was a fan of AMC from out-of-town, |
recognized the building, and thought | might check it out.
| expactad them to aay that if | didn't have any business in
the building, they would hawve o ask me to pleaszse leave. But

thie naxt thing that cams out of their mouths waan't that, nor . .
was it & call for sscurity. Rather, thay both seemed delighted [ 1 E.g": :h"’l Edg"l Id:fl - p"i's'r"fﬂ' n
to mest & fan and have the opporunity to share thair identifies the struciurs.

miamoriez of the good old days! They had both worked at
Amenican Cantar since it was occcupied by AMC, one lady
had worked there since it was new, the other had bean thare
=zince 1885, after AMC had scld the building and was a mere
tenant in it's own headquarters. They both recallad plenty of
important exscutives coming and going, and rememberad
the uptick in activity whanawver there was a new model being
dewvelopad.

Pointing to different areas of the lobby, they told me whars
ravolving platfiormz were that showsd-off the latest and
graatest AMC productz and they recalled at least one spot
whara the history was displayed too. "That corner over thare
waz whera they had the old Hudson" But after a fow
minutas, they did call sscurity. "Hey Bob, you got a minute™"
one lady asked of a gentleman wearing a sscurty badgs.
"Thiz young man iz a fan of AMZC and we wera telling him
about it" "Oh!™, Bob =aid with a chuckle. He had worked thare since the AMC-ara too, and gladly told me about
having to take sxtra precautions whenever “important French mucksty-mucks® would fly in for mestings and =uch.
He poimtad out the window to the coen lawn, where he said a helipad used 1o be for executives and dignitaries.
“Of course, thiz iz where they brought the display cars in and out" he =2aid a= he directed me to an axtra-widse
dootr, cleverly concealsd im & comner of the glass-walled lobby. "That doesn't gst muoch uss anymors.”
As my hosts talked, | couldn't help but imagine Dick Teagus, Gerry Mayers, Roy Chagin, Joss Dedeursasdser,
Paul Tippstt, and other AMGC captaina coming and going through these doors, in good times, bad times, and really
bad timas.

--continued--



A Visit to American Center—continued

Awuthor Jim Mann wrote a book called Bsiing Jssp, about AMC's foray imto Communist China to assemble the
Chamkes for Azian markstz. One chapter describes in detail the scens, hare in this building in 1887, when AMGC
Emplnl_.laaa got the nenws that they were done: Les lacocca had just becoms thair new boss, Chryalar thair naw
employer, and almoat all of them were now redundant.
Thiz shock astinguizhed the litle flame that they had
worked &0 hard to build, finally achiewing a string of
succagses with Cherckes and Comancha, the Wranglar,
new 4.0L and new 2.5L fusl-injscted engines, the Aliance
ETA and new Pramisr and Madallion, now it waz all for

raught.
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The security guard alze had a story about secret
paszages that were on the AMC floor, connecting o
mesting rcoma and swch, and that it proved wery difficult
to be able o protect and even find all of the nocks and
crannies that had been designad imto the offices. | askad
him if any of the old AMC stwff wasz still around the
bwilding anywhara. Ha replisd, "no,” but than recamted.
"Well, who knows, they tear-down and rebuild walle =0
much, maybs thera'zs a spot somewhers thats all walled-
off and forgotian about."

By this tima, moet of an hour had passed and | apologized
for taking up soc much of their time. They thanksd me for
stopping by and invited me back next time | was in the
neighborhood. | have haard that since my wisi, the
| “American Ganter” signe have been replaced with “Charter
One,” a bank. Soundz like | got thers just in time 1o
behold the last vestiges of AMC'e headguartars the way
AMC bailt it




